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STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION ON CRITICAL READING
APPROACH IN ELT CLASSROOM OF ARTHA WACANA
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

ABSTRACT

Nopigirto T. Manek, Dr. Peggy M. Jonathans, S.Pd.,M.A.(TESOL), Eltina A.
Maromon., S. Pd., M.Pd

This study investigates students’ perceptions of the implementation of the Critical
Reading Approach (CRA) in the English Language Teaching (ELT) classroom at
Artha Wacana Christian University. The study was conducted to examine how CRA
influences students’engagement, comprehension, and critical thinking development
during reading activities. This research employed a qualitative descriptive design
supported by simple descriptive statistics. The participants consisted of 25 students
from the English Education Study Program who were selected through purposive
sampling. The data were collected through open — ended questionnaires and
documentation, then analyzed using thematic analysis supported by frequency and
percentage to strengthen the interpretation of the findings. The findings revealed
that the implementation of CRA contributed positively to students’ learning
experiences. Students demonstrated increased participation and interaction during
classroom discussions, deeper comprehension of academic texts, and improved
critical thinking skills, particularly in evaluating arguments, identifying bias,
synthesizing ideas, and reflecting critically on texts. Although some students were
still adapting to the approach, the study concludes that CRA is an effective
instructional approach for promoting active learning, deeper understanding, and
critical thinking in ELT classrooms. Therefore, teachers are encouraged to apply
CRA consistently and provide appropriate guidance to support students’ learning
processes.

Key words: Critical Reading Approach, students’ perceptions, engagement,
comprehension, critical thinking
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STUDENTS’ PERCEPTION ON CRITICAL READING
APPROACH IN ELT CLASSROOM OF ARTHA WACANA
CHRISTIAN UNIVERSITY

ABSTRAK

Nopigirto T. Manek, Dr. Peggy M. Jonathans, S.Pd.,M.A.(TESOL), Eltina A.
Maromon,, S. Pd., M.Pd

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengkaji persepsi mahasiswa terhadap penerapan
Critical Reading Approach (CRA) dalam pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris (ELT) di
Universitas Kristen Artha Wacana. Penelitian ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui
bagaimana CRA memengaruhi keterlibatan, pemahaman, dan pengembangan
kemampuan berpikir kritis mahasiswa dalam aktivitas membaca. Penelitian ini
menggunakan desain deskriptif kualitatif yang didukung oleh statistik deskriptif
sederhana. Partisipan penelitian terdiri atas 25 mahasiswa Program Studi
Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris yang dipilih melalui purposive sampling. Data
dikumpulkan melalui kuesioner terbuka dan dokumentasi, kemudian dianalisis
menggunakan analisis tematik yang didukung oleh frekuensi dan persentase untuk
memperkuat interpretasi hasil penelitian. Hasil penelitian menunjukkan bahwa
penerapan. CRA memberikan kontribusi positif terhadap pengalaman belajar
mahasiswa. Mahasiswa menunjukkan peningkatan partisipasi dan interaksi dalam
diskusi kelas, pemahaman yang lebih mendalam terhadap teks akademik, serta
peningkatan kemampuan berpikir kritis, khususnya dalam mengevaluasi argumen,
mengidentifikasi bias, mensintesis ide, danmerefleksikan isi teks secara kritis.
Meskipun masih terdapat beberapa mahasiswayang sedang beradaptasi dengan
pendekatan ini, penelitian ini menyimpulkan bahwa CRA merupakan pendekatan
pembelajaran yang efektif dalam mendorong pembelajaran aktif, pemahaman
mendalam, dan kemampuan berpikir kritis dalam kelas ELT. Oleh karena itu, dosen
disarankan untuk menerapkan CRA secara konsisten dan memberikan bimbingan
yang sesuai guna mendukung proses belajar mahasiswa.

Kata Kunci: Critical Reading Approach, persepsi mahasiswa, keterlibatan,
pemahaman, berpikir kritis

xii



BIODATA

A. ldentity

1.
2.
3.

N o o &

Name
Place and date of birth
Address

Cell phone number
Email address
Father’s name

Mother’s name

B. Educational Background

1.

SDK Kumone

2. SMP Negeri Kotafoun
3.
4

SMA Negeri Lurasik

: Nopigirto Teofilus Manek

: Wehedan, 23 November 2004

. JIn. Kabuka, Rt.021/Rw.001, Perumahan
Bello, Sunly II, Kota Kupang, Nusa
Tenggara Timur (NTT)

: 081246189118

. maneknopigirto@gmail.com

. Blasius Manek (Alm)

. Belandina Buik (Almh)

(2010-2016)
(2016-2019)
(2019-2022)

Universitas Kristen Artha Wacana (2022-2026)

Xiii


mailto:maneknopigirto@gmail.com

TABLE OF CONTENTS

COVER ... e e I
APPROVAL PAGE .......o oottt v
LEGITIMATION PAGE .....oooiiie s %
PLAGIARISM-FREE STATEMENT .....cociiiiiientceseeee e Vi
IMIOTTO ettt b et e e ib e e b e nbeeaneas vii
DEDICATION . ...ttt viii
ACKNOWLEDGEMENT ..ottt iX
ABSTRACT ..ottt bbbt r ettt nbenteene e Xi
ABSTRAK s Xii
BIOD AT A e e e e e arae e Xiil
TABLE OF CONTENTS ...ttt Xiv
CHAPTER | INTRODUCTION ....oooiiiiieieieie e 1
1.1.BaCKGrOUNG .......ooiieiiiiiiiec et 1
1.2.ReSeArCh ProbIEM ......ooviiiiiiice e 3

1.3 AIMS OF STUAY ..o 3
1.4.Significance of StUY .........ccceviiieiicce e 3
142, IMPHCALION ..ot 4

1.4.2. APPHCALION. ... 5
CHAPTER Il LITERATURE REVIEW.......ccoooiiiiiieeee s 7
2.1. Review of Related StUTIES ..........cevvrieiiiiieiecee e 7

A O o] 1o o | AR 9
2.2.1. Critical REAAING .....cveviiiiiiiiieieieee e 9

2.2.2. Students’ Perceptions .........cccuevueieiieeiiiieniiie e siiee e 9

2.2.3. ELT Classroom CONtEXL.........ccuuuerierierienienieneneeeeeesiesie e sie e 10

2.3. Theoretical FramewWorK ...........ccooieiiiiriiee e 10
2.3.1. Critical Reading in ELT ..o 10

2.3.2. Critical Thinking and Reading .........ccccecvvveereiieiiiesi e sie s 11

2.3.3. Interactive Model of Reading...........cccoevveiievecieiicce e 12

2.3.4. Students’ Critical Reading Approach...........c.cccocvevvrveneninsnenne. 13

2.3.5. ELT Context at Artha Wacana Christian University .................. 13

Xiv



2.3.6. Synthesis of Theoretical Perspectives..........cccocevvvevveieiiieieennens 14

2.3.7. Definition of the Critical Reading Approach...........ccccccocevenene. 14
2.3.8. Key Dimensions of the Critical Reading Approach.................... 15
2.3.9. Benefits of the Critical Reading Approach in ELT..................... 17
2.3.10. Critical Reading Approach and Critical Thinking Development 19

2.4. Conceptual Framework ........ ..o 20
CHAPTER 11l RESEARCH METHOD ......cccciiiiiiiseseee s 22
3.1. RESEAICN DESIGN ....ocveeivieieciecie ettt 22
3.2. RESEAICN LOCUS .....oveiiieieiiie sttt 23
3.3. Type and Data RESOUITE .........cccieieieieieiiesiesie st 23
3.3. 1. POPUIALION ... 23
3.3.2. SAMPIE. ..t s 24

3.4. Data Collection Technique and Research Instrument..............cccceenee 24
3.5. RESEAICN PrOCEUUIES .....ccvvevieiiieiieiiesieesie e e ie et ee e sne e 25
3.6. Data ANAIYSIS ....oovieiieieee e 26
CHAPTER IV FINDINGS AND DISCUSSION.........ccccoiviiiiieice e 28
O I [0 To 1o PSSR 28
4.1.1. Thematic Analysis (Coding — Category — Theme) ..................... 28
4.1.2. Students’ Engagement in the Critical Reading Approach........... 30
4.1.3. Students’ Comprehension in the Critical Reading Approach..... 31
4.1.4. Students’ Critical Thinking Development...........ccccccoociiininnnns 32

4.2, DISCUSSION ...veeuteeieiteesiesteesieesiesseestae e eseesteeeesseesteesteeneesteensesneesseensenneens 33
4.2.1. Students’ Engagement in the Critical Reading Approach .......... 33
4.2.2. Students’ Comprehension and Deep Understending .................. 34
4.2.3. Development of Students Critical Thinking Skills ..................... 35
4.2.4. Pedagogical Implications in ELT Context.........cccoceeervnincninne. 36
4.2.5. Limitation of the Study .........cccooevieiiiie e 37
CHAPTER V CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTIONS.........cccocevvieeiiieeeien, 38
5.1, CONCIUSION ..ttt 38
5.2, SUGQESTIONS ...ttt bbbt 41
5.2.1. FOr ENglish LECIUIerS.......ccociviiieiieie e 41
5.2.2. FOI STUABNTS ..ot 41

XV



5.2.3. FOr FULUre RESEAICNEIS ......eeeeeeeeeeeeee e

REFERENCES
APPENDIX .....

XVi



